
 
 

Sixteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 
 

The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two, with Baptism 
September 28, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Celebrant and Preacher: The Reverend Matthew McDermott 
Deacon: The Reverend Lauren P. McCombs 

 

WELCOME! 
 

The Episcopal Parish of Portola Valley & Woodside 
815 Portola Road, Portola Valley, California 94028 

 (650) 851-0224    ccpvw.org   facebook.com/ccpvw 
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Thank you to today’s volunteers! 
 

  Acolyte Louise Delafield 
  Greeter Kathy Kennedy 
  Usher Annemarie Redmond 
  Altar Guild  
  Lesson Paul Lovoi 
  Epistle Lenore Lovoi  
  Flowers Mickie Anderson 
  Audio-Visual Angela Hey, Bob Wrucke 
  Audio-Visual Eamon McCarthy, Lincoln McCarthy 
   
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
PRELUDE    
 
Please stand in body or spirit. 
OPENING HYMN 552   Fight the good fight with all thy might Pentecost 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 
  

Officiant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Officiant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS S280 Robert Powell (b. 1932) 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Officiant  May God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 
 

  O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant 
us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may 
become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
THE FIRST READING   Amos 6:1a,4-7 
 

Reader  A reading from Amos. 
 

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, 
 and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria. 
 

Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 
 and lounge on their couches, 
 

and eat lambs from the flock, 
 and calves from the stall; 
 

who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 
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 and like David improvise on instruments of music; 
 

who drink wine from bowls, 
 and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
 but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
 

Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
 and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM 146   (read in unison) 
  

Reader Hallelujah! 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 

People Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, 
 for there is no help in them. 
 

When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
 and in that day their thoughts perish. 
 

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! 
 whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
 

Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
 who keeps his promise for ever; 
 

Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, 
 and food to those who hunger. 
 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; 
 the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 

The Lord loves the righteous; 
the Lord cares for the stranger; 
 he sustains the orphan and widow, 
 but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 

The Lord shall reign for ever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
 Hallelujah! 
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THE EPISTLE    1 Timothy 6:6-19 
 

Reader  A reading from First Timothy 
 

There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought 
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food 
and clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall 
into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pains. 
 

But as for you, people of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the 
eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession 
in the presence of many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all 
things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the 
good confession, I charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame 
until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the 
right time-- he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, 
whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. 
Amen. 
 

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or 
to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in 
good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the 
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life 
that really is life. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand in body or spirit. 
SEQUENCE HYMN 467   Sing, my soul, his wondrous love St. Bees 
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THE GOSPEL  Luke 16:19-31 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from 
the rich man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man 
died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also 
died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and 
saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, `Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.' But Abraham said, `Child, 
remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in 
like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 
Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those 
who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from 
there to us.' He said, `Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house-- 
for I have five brothers-- that he may warn them, so that they will not also come 
into this place of torment.' Abraham replied, `They have Moses and the prophets; 
they should listen to them.' He said, `No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to 
them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to him, `If they do not listen to 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from 
the dead.'" 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
THE SERMON   The Reverend Matthew McDermott 
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THE BAPTISM 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
HYMN 296   We know that Christ is raised and dies no more Engelberg 

 
 

Please be seated. 
PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES 
  

Celebrant The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
  

(God)parents I present Colton David Crew to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

(God)parents I present Kamryn Marie Crew to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

 
The Celebrant asks the following question of the children who are able to answer for themselves: 
 

Celebrant Do you wish to be baptized? 
 

Candidate(s) I do. 

 
The Celebrant asks the following questions of the parents and godparents: 
  

Celebrant Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the 
Christian faith and life? 

Answer I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of 
Christ? 

Answer I will, with God’s help. 
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The Celebrant asks the following questions of the parents, godparents, and the children who are able 
to answer for themselves: 
 

Celebrant Do you renounce Evil and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against 
God? 

Answer I renounce them. 
 

Celebrant Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 
creatures of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 
 

Celebrant Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
 

Celebrant Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer I do. 
 

Celebrant Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do. 
 

Celebrant Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do. 

 
The Celebrant then addresses the congregation, saying: 
  

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these people in 
their life in Christ? 

People We will. 
  

Celebrant Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our 
own baptismal covenant. 

 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT  

   

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
  

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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  He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 
  

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
  

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
  

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
  

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

  
PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES 
 

Leader Let us now pray for these people who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son 
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; 
who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved 
in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their 
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the 
baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to 
lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 
everlasting life. 

  

 We thank you, O God, for the water of Baptism.  In it we are buried with Christ 
in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water: 
  

 Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those 
who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen 
life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

  

 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen.  

 

THE BAPTISM 
The Celebrant pours water upon each candidate, saying: 
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Colton, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
 

Kamryn, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 
  

Then the Celebrant places a hand on each candidate’s head, marking on the forehead the sign 
of the cross with holy oil and saying: 
  

Colton, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own 
for ever. Amen. 
 

Kamryn, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own 
for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Celebrant then prays over the candidates, saying: 
  

 Let us pray. 
 O God, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon 

these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of 
grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them inquiring and 
discerning hearts, the courage to will and to persevere, spirits to know and to love 
you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

  
The Celebrant then addresses the congregation, saying: 
  

Celebrant Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
All We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ 

crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal 
priesthood. 

 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
HYMN 296   We know that Christ is raised and dies no more Engelberg 
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PRAYERS OF PETITION AND THANKSGIVING 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Birthdays: Courtney Kingston Pflaum, Stannye Llewellyn, Elsie Kruberg, Sophie Enns 
Anniversaries: Carl Cheney & Sherry Lund 
 

THE PEACE 
  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

  
  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Ain’-a That Good News William L. Dawson (1899-1990) 
 

I got a crown (harp, robe, savior) up in-a the Kingdom, ain’-a that good news! 
I’m a-goin’ to lay down this worl’, goin’-a shoulder up my cross, 
Goin’-a take it home-a to my Jesus, ain’-a that good news! 

 

At the start of The Great Thanksgiving, please stand in body or spirit. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         

 

 

 
 

Celebrant God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People Glory to you for ever and ever. 
  

Celebrant At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

People By your will they were created and have their being. 

 May   God 

 our 
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Celebrant From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned 
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Celebrant Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 

your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

People By his blood, he reconciled us. 
 By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

Celebrant And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS S125  from A Community Mass   Richard Proulx (1937-2010) 

 

 
Celebrant And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 

water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, 
and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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 After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me." 

 

 Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving 

People We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
 as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Celebrant Lord God of our forebearers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, 
Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see 
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and 
not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one 
spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

 

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, 
and worship, from generation to generation. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    
  

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
  

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your  
  hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
  
 
 

THE COMMUNION 
  

All people (including children of all ages) are welcome to receive Communion. Please come forward as 
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directed by the ushers to receive: 
 • the consecrated bread, or 
 • both the bread and the wine, or 
 • a blessing. 
 

To receive the bread, hold out your crossed hands and the clergy will place it in your palm while saying the 
words of administration: “The body of Christ, the bread of heaven.” 
To receive the wine simply help the chalice bearer to guide the chalice to your mouth.  
Please do not receive by intinction, that is, dipping the bread in the wine. (Some congregants choose not to 
drink from the cup and simply touch the base of the chalice, as an act of reverence, while the chalice bearer 
says the words of administration: “The blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.”) 
If you prefer not to receive either bread or wine, you are invited to come forward for a blessing by crossing 
your hands over your chest. 
 

All are invited to respond to these reverent options by saying “Amen”, translations of which include “It is 
true!” or “May it be so!”. 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM   Libera me Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924) 
 

Deliver me, Lord, from eternal death, 
on that terrible day: 
when the heavens and earth will be shaken; 
when you will come to judge the age with fire. 
I am made to tremble, and I am afraid, 
since trial and anger are coming. 
 

That day, a day of anger, disaster and sorrow, 
That day, a mighty day, and one exceedingly bitter. 
Give them eternal rest, Lord, 
and may light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

All Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image  
 and nourishing us with spiritual food  
 in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.  
 Send us forth a people, 
 forgiven, healed and renewed; 
 that we may proclaim your love to the world 
 and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING  The Celebrant blesses the People, who respond Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
We welcome all visitors and newcomers! If you wish, we invite you to sign our guestbook near the church 
entrance. Please join us in the parish hall for refreshment after the service. 

 
CLOSING HYMN 437   Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Birmingham 

 



 

18 
 

 
THE DISMISSAL  
  

Leader  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE   Prelude from Prelude, Fugue, and Variation César Franck (1822-1890) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Donate to the work of Christ Church via PayPal using this QR code. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover image: Schäufelein, Hans, approximately 1480-approximately 1539. Rich Man in Hell and 
the Poor Lazarus in Abraham's Lap, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=57073 
 
 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57073
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57073
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WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH PORTOLA VALLEY & WOODSIDE! 
 

Our parish is a loving community that, in addition to traditional liturgical 
worship each Sunday, focuses on ways we can live out our faith together 
through outreach, fellowship, education, and more. 

 
As a member of The Episcopal Church we embrace a legacy of inclusion 

and aspire to exemplify God's love for every human being. People of all 
genders, races, sexual orientations, and backgrounds are welcomed with open 
arms. 

 
If you are interested in learning more about Christ Church, please fill out a 

pew card and place it in the collection basket during the service. 
 
 

Clergy The Reverend Matthew McDermott 
 mjpmcdermott@gmail.com 
 

 The Reverend Lauren P. McCombs 
 laurenpmccombs@gmail.com 
 
Parish Administrator Chantal Eshghipour 
 chantal@ccpvw.org 
 
Director of Music Lauren Wittine 
 lauren@ccpvw.org 
 
Carillon Preschool Director Cara O’Connell 
 cara@carillonpreschool.org 
 
Sunday School Director Michel Hardbarger 
 michel.hardbarger@gmail.com 
 
Program Director Jocelyn Sideco 
 jocelyn@ccpvw.org 
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