
 
 

Thirteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

 
 

The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 
September 7, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Celebrant: The Reverend Matthew McDermott 
Deacon and Preacher: The Reverend Lauren P. McCombs 

 

WELCOME! 
 

The Episcopal Parish of Portola Valley & Woodside 
815 Portola Road, Portola Valley, California 94028 

 (650) 851-0224    ccpvw.org   facebook.com/ccpvw 
 

 



 

2 
 

Thank you to today’s volunteers! 
  Acolyte Louise Delafield 
  Greeter Kathy Kennedy 
  Usher Annemarie Redmond 
  Altar Guild Sarah Halsey 
  Lesson Danny Alegria 
  Epistle Mary Hufty 
  Intercessions Chris Dauer 
  Flowers Pam Kaufmann 
  Audio-Visual Angela Hey, Bob Wrucke 
  Audio-Visual Eamon McCarthy, Lincoln McCarthy 
   
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
PRELUDE   
 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
OPENING HYMN 379   God is Love, let heaven adore him  Abbot’s Leigh 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 
  

Officiant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Officiant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS S280 Robert Powell (b. 1932) 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Officiant  May God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 
 

  Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the 
proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make 
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their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 
THE FIRST READING   Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

Reader  A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 

Moses said to all Israel the words which the Lord commanded him, "See, I have set 
before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, 
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord 
your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your 
heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other 
gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live 
long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven 
and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving 
the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to 
you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give 
to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.   
 

 

PSALM 1   (read in unison) 
  

Reader Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
  nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 

People Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on his law day and night. 
 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 
 everything they do shall prosper. 
 

It is not so with the wicked; * 
 they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
 nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 



 

6 
 

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

 

THE EPISTLE    Philemon 1-21 
 

Reader  A reading from Philemon 
 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
 

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus 
our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of 
your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the 
sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we 
may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your 
love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my 
brother. 
 

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your 
duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as 
an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for 
my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to 
me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him 
with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my 
imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, 
in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 
Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might 
have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved 
brother-- especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. 
 

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he 
has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, 
Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your 
owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in 
the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing 
to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand in body or spirit. 
SEQUENCE HYMN 603   When Christ was lifted from the earth St. Botolph 

 
 
THE GOSPEL  Luke 15:1-10 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to 
eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. "When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 
down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been 
invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to 
you, `Give this person your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the 
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lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so 
that when your host comes, he may say to you, `Friend, move up higher'; then you 
will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted." 
 

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a 
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But 
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at 
the resurrection of the righteous." 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
THE SERMON   The Reverend Lauren P. McCombs 
 
Please stand in body or spirit and say together: 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
  

Leader  Let us declare our faith in God. 
People We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (adapted from The Book of Common Prayer, pages 392-393) 
   

Leader In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Reader For all people in their daily life and work; 
People For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

Reader For this community, the nation, and the world; 
People For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

Reader For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

Reader For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble, especially John Smith, 
Simon Jennings, Charlie Mabie, Darcy Smith, David Hardbarger, Jill, Ted Hoagland, 
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Stannye Llewellyn, Carlos Villatoro, Maggie and Tony, Betsy Alexander, Mary McCann, 
Bruce McCombs, Marina Bermudez, David Riggs, Tyler Britton, Dede Jamison, George 
Mallinckrodt, Peggy Dubes, and those we now name silently or aloud (pause).  

 Hear us, Lord. 
People For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

Reader For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

Reader For all bishops and other ministers; 
People For all who serve God in God’s Church. 
 

Reader For those who have died, especially The Reverend Beth Phillips, Byron Hayes, James 
Whitson, Betsy Mae Thrower Pieren, Brian Larkin, A. Theodore Stewart, Connie Pratt, 
Barbara Worl, and those we now name silently or aloud (pause). Hear us, Lord. 

People For all who mourn.  
 

Reader For the special needs and concerns of this congregation (pause). Hear us, Lord; 
People For your mercy is great. 
 
Celebrant Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People Who put their trust in you. 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN 

  

Celebrant We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

All Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  
 in your compassion forgive us our sins,  
 known and unknown, things done and left undone;  
 and so uphold us by your Spirit  
 that we may live and serve you in newness of life,  
 to the honor and glory of your Name;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND BLESSING OF GRANDPARENTS 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  
Birthdays: Dave Miller 
Anniversaries: Daniel & Lisa Hill 
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THE PEACE 
  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
  
  

OFFERTORY HYMN 635   If thou but trust in God Wer nur den lieben Gott 
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At the start of The Great Thanksgiving, please stand in body or spirit. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         

 

 

 
 

Celebrant God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People Glory to you for ever and ever. 
  

Celebrant At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

People By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
Celebrant From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned 
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Celebrant Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 

your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

People By his blood, he reconciled us. 
 By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

Celebrant And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS S125  from A Community Mass   Richard Proulx (1937-2010) 

 May   God 

 our 
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Celebrant And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 

water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, 
and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

 After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me." 

 

 Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving 

People We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
 as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Celebrant Lord God of our forebearers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, 
Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see 
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and 
not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one 
spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

 

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, 
and worship, from generation to generation. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER    
  

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
  

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your  
  hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
  
 
 

THE COMMUNION 
  

All people (including children of all ages) are welcome to receive Communion. Please come forward as 
directed by the ushers to receive: 
 • the consecrated bread, or 
 • both the bread and the wine, or 
 • a blessing. 
 

To receive the bread, hold out your crossed hands and the clergy will place it in your palm while saying the 
words of administration: “The body of Christ, the bread of heaven.” 
To receive the wine simply help the chalice bearer to guide the chalice to your mouth.  
Please do not receive by intinction, that is, dipping the bread in the wine. (Some congregants choose not to 
drink from the cup and simply touch the base of the chalice, as an act of reverence, while the chalice bearer 
says the words of administration: “The blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.”) 
If you prefer not to receive either bread or wine, you are invited to come forward for a blessing by crossing 
your hands over your chest. 
 

All are invited to respond to these reverent options by saying “Amen”, translations of which include “It is 
true!” or “May it be so!”. 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM   Teach Me, O Lord Thomas Attwood (1765-1838) 
 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statues, and I shall keep it unto the end. 
 

 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

All Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image  
 and nourishing us with spiritual food  
 in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.  
 Send us forth a people, 
 forgiven, healed and renewed; 
 that we may proclaim your love to the world 
 and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING  The Celebrant blesses the People, who respond Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
We welcome all visitors and newcomers! If you wish, we invite you to sign our guestbook near the church 
entrance. Please join us in the parish hall for refreshment after the service. 

 
CLOSING HYMN 484   Praise the Lord through every nation Wachet auf 
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THE DISMISSAL  
  

Leader  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE    
 
 
Cover image: Simon of Cyrene Helps Jesus Carry the Cross, from Art in the Christian Tradition, 
a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57044 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH PORTOLA VALLEY & WOODSIDE! 

 
Our parish is a loving community that, in addition to traditional liturgical 

worship each Sunday, focuses on ways we can live out our faith together 
through outreach, fellowship, education, and more. 

 
As a member of The Episcopal Church we embrace a legacy of inclusion 

and aspire to exemplify God's love for every human being. People of all 
genders, races, sexual orientations, and backgrounds are welcomed with open 
arms. 

 
If you are interested in learning more about Christ Church, please fill out a 

pew card and place it in the collection basket during the service. 
 
 

Clergy The Reverend Matthew McDermott 
 mjpmcdermott@gmail.com 
 

 The Reverend Lauren P. McCombs 
 laurenpmccombs@gmail.com 
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