
 
 

 
 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Christ Church - the Episcopal Church in Portola Valley 
The Rev. Beth Phillips, Rector 

Lauren Wittine, Director of Music 
 

This service is a live interactive service on Zoom.  
Please change your screen name to your preferred name. 

You are welcome to worship with or without your own video on,  
but those who are reading are asked to turn their screen on during that portion. 

The service can also be found on our YouTube page. 
 

Stay Connected 
Visit our website at ccpvw.org 

Sign up for our newsletter. 
 
 

We will begin with a musical prelude in a few moments. 
 
 

During this time of preparation, we invite you to share your 
prayers and petitions in the Zoom chat. 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Welcome! 
 

May 2, 2021 
 
 

Prelude 
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Lighting of Candle(s) After the prelude and before the opening hymn, an acolyte 

lights a candle in place of the candles we light each week on the altar and says: 
 
Acolyte  We light a candle to remind us of the light that came into this world with 

Jesus. It symbolizes the light of Christ.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

Opening Hymn #492   Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness 
While on mute, please join in singing: 

 

 
 
Opening Acclamation 
 

Officiant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
  

Officiant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Gloria S 278 
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The Collect of the Day 
 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray, 
 
Officiant Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so 

perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the 
life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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The Lesson – Acts 8:26-40 
 

Reader  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness 
road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 
entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up 
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 
Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 
  “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 
  In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
   Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet 
say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to 
speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 
news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some 
water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me 
from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 
his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns 
until he came to Caesarea. 
 

Reader  Here ends the reading. 
 



7 
 

Psalm 22:24-30 
 

My praise is of him in the great assembly;  
 I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him:  
 "May your heart live for ever!" 
 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,  
 and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
 
For kingship belongs to the Lord;  
 he rules over the nations. 
 
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship;  
 all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
 
My soul shall live for him; 
my descendants shall serve him;  
 they shall be known as the Lord'S for ever. 
 
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn  
 the saving deeds that he has done. 
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The Epistle – 1 John 4:7-21 
 

Reader  A reading from First John. 
 

  Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does 
not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this 
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 
him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved 
us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in 
us. 

 
  By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given 

us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent 
his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and 
believe the love that God has for us. 

 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 

them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 
boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear 
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection 
in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," 
and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have 
not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love 
God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 
Reader  Here ends the Epistle. 
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Sequence Anthem       
If Ye Love Me       Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) 
           

If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
And I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another comforter, 
that he may 'bide with you forever; 
E'en the sp'rit of truth. 

 
 
The Gospel – John 15:1-8 
 

Celebrant  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Celebrant Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every 
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in 
me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the 
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does 
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches 
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples.” 

 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon The Reverend Beth Phillips  
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A New Nicene Creed 
Although this will be read by one person, you are invited to say the creed aloud at 
home while on mute. 
 

We believe in God, 
the creator of all life and beauty, 
who blesses our journey. 
 
We believe in Jesus Christ, 
who lived as a friend and savior 
to all he met as he traveled, 
and who ate and laughed, 
wept and celebrated 
with them in love. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
who rides on the gentle breeze, 
who strengthens our bindings, 
and who offers hope eternal. 
 
We believe in the church, 
which stands open to all travelers, 
and bears witness to the everlasting love of God. 
Amen. 
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The responses will be read by one person, but you are invited to join in saying them 
aloud at home while on mute. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (adapted from A New Zealand Prayer Book pp. 413-414) 
 

Leader Almighty God, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of 
your Son. Therefore in confidence and trust we pray for the Church and 
for the world. Enliven the Church for its mission 

People that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 
 

Leader Breathe fresh life into your people. 
People Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 
 

Leader Lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace 
People that we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 
 

Leader Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 
People Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 
 

Leader Inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives of 
others 

People that all may act with integrity and courage. 
 

Leader Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
People May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 
 

Leader Bless those who are celebrating their birthdays this week, especially Jack 
Lucas, Daniel Hill, Mary Jo Hossfeld, Hazel Lynn, Stephen Laderman, Jane 
Morton, and Catherine Aragon. We pray also for Mac & Jane McInnis who 
are celebrating their anniversary. 

People May they continue to walk with God and grow in God’s 
grace. 

 

Leader Comfort all who suffer in body, mind or spirit, especially Julie, Jennifer 
and Anna, Laura Spilman, the Gardner and Holthaus families, Ron Larson, 
Maria Dalila, and those we now name either silently or aloud [pause]. 
Restore them to new life. 

People May they know the power of your healing love. 
 

Leader Make us willing agents of your compassion. 
People Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 



12 
 

 
 

Leader We remember with thanksgiving those who have died, among them 
Delores McGratty, Howard Middleton, John Gardner, Don Herbert, Doris 
Margaret Stratton, Beverly Siegel and those we now name either silently or 
aloud [pause]. Give comfort to those who mourn. 

People Bring them peace in their time of loss. 
  
Celebrant Lord, you have called us to serve you.  
 Grant that we may walk in your presence:   
 your love in our hearts,  
 your truth on our minds,  
 your strength in our wills; 
 until, at the end of our journey, 
 we know the joy of our homecoming 
 and the welcome of your embrace, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 

The Peace 
Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Officiant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
Announcements If you have any announcements regarding church matters, 
please select the “raise hand” icon under the participants tab at the bottom of your 
screen, and a host will unmute you. 
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Closing Hymn #304          I come with joy to meet my Lord 
While on mute, please join in singing:  
 

 
Dismissal 
 

Acolyte Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Please stay for coffee hour! 


