
 
 

 
 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Christ Church - the Episcopal Church in Portola Valley 
The Rev. Beth Phillips, Rector 

Lauren Wittine, Director of Music 
 

This service is a live interactive service on Zoom.  
Please change your screen name to your preferred name. 

You are welcome to worship with or without your own video on,  
but those who are reading are asked to turn their screen on during that portion. 

The service can also be found on our YouTube page. 
 

Stay Connected 
Visit our website at ccpvw.org 

Sign up for our newsletter. 
 
 

We will begin with a musical prelude in a few moments. 
 
 

During this time of preparation, we invite you to share your 
prayers and petitions in the Zoom chat. 
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

Welcome! 
 

July 25, 2021 
The Rev. Beth Phillips, Rector 

Lauren Wittine, Director of Music 
 
Acolyte – Louise Delafield 
Lesson – Sherry Lund 
Psalm – Anne Bertenthal 

Epistle – Danny Alegria 
Nicene Creed – Jeffrey Rainey 
Intercessions – Louise Delafield 

 
Prelude  
Prelude and Fugue      Cesar Franck (1822-1890) 
From Prelude, Fugue, et Variation 
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Lighting of Candle(s) After the prelude and before the opening hymn, an acolyte 

lights a candle in place of the candles we light each week on the altar and says: 
 
Acolyte  We light a candle to remind us of the light that came into this world with 

Jesus. It symbolizes the light of Christ.  
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Opening Hymn #574   Before thy throne, O God, we kneel 
While on mute, please join in singing: 
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Opening Acclamation 
 

Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Officiant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Gloria 
“Gloria Deo” from Taizé: Songs for Prayer  
While on mute, please join in singing the following refrain: 

 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer; for you alone are the Holy 
One, you alone the Lord, alone the most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 
of God the Father. 
 

This music is licensed for print and broadcast through One License. 
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The Collect of the Day 
 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray, 
 
Officiant O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is 

strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, 
with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things 
temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lesson – 2 Samuel 11:1-15 
 

Reader  A reading from Second Samuel. 
 

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David 
sent Joab with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the 
Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 
 
It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and 
was walking about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the 
roof a woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. David sent 
someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is 
Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” So David 
sent messengers to get her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. 
(Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to 
her house. The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, “I am 
pregnant.” 
 
So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent 
Uriah to David. When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the 
people fared, and how the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go 
down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah went out of the king’s 
house, and there followed him a present from the king. But Uriah slept 
at the entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and 
did not go down to his house. When they told David, “Uriah did not go 
down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You have just come from a 
journey. Why did you not go down to your house?” Uriah said to David, 
“The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the 
servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my 
house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as 
your soul lives, I will not do such a thing.” Then David said to Uriah, 
“Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah 
remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, David invited him to 
eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the evening he 
went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not 
go down to his house. 
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In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah. In the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest 
fighting, and then draw back from him, so that he may be struck down 
and die.” 
 

Reader  Here ends the reading. 
 
 
 
Psalm 14 
 

 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God."  
 All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; 
 there is none who does any good. 
 
The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all,  
 to see if there is any who is wise, 
 if there is one who seeks after God. 
 
Every one has proved faithless; 
all alike have turned bad;  
 there is none who does good; no, not one. 
 
Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers  
 who eat up my people like bread 
 and do not call upon the Lord? 
 
See how they tremble with fear,  
 because God is in the company of the righteous. 
 
Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted,  
 but the Lord is their refuge. 
 
Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion!  
 when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, 
 Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 
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The Epistle – Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

Reader  A reading from Ephesians. 
 

  I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his 
glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being 
with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that 
you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness 
of God. 

 
  Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 

abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

Reader  Here ends the Epistle. 
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Sequence Anthem     
May the Grace of Christ Our Saviour    Simon Lole (b. 1957) 
 

May the grace of Christ our Savior 
and the Father's boundless love 
with the Holy Spirit's favor, 
rest upon us from above. 
 
Thus may we abide in union 
with each other and the Lord, 
and possess, in sweet communion, 
joys which earth cannot afford. 
 
to the God whose wisdom made us, 
to the Son who set us free, 
to the sanctifying Spirit, 
Glory, endless glory, be. 
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The Gospel – John 6:1-21 
 

Celebrant  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Celebrant Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs 
that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down 
there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was 
near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, 
Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to 
eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to 
do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough 
bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five 
barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 
Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of 
grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then 
Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed 
them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they 
wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the 
fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them 
up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who 
had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that 
he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to 
come into the world.” 

 

  When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force 
to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

 

  When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, 
and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had 
not yet come to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was 
blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw 
Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were 
terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they 
wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the 
land toward which they were going. 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon The Reverend Sarah Lapenta-H  
 
 
A New Nicene Creed 
Although this will be read by one person, you are invited to say the creed aloud at 
home while on mute. 
 

We believe in God, 
the creator of all life and beauty, 
who blesses our journey. 
 
We believe in Jesus Christ, 
who lived as a friend and savior 
to all he met as he traveled, 
and who ate and laughed, 
wept and celebrated 
with them in love. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
who rides on the gentle breeze, 
who strengthens our bindings, 
and who offers hope eternal. 
 
We believe in the church, 
which stands open to all travelers, 
and bears witness to the everlasting love of God. 
Amen. 
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You are invited to unmute yourself and join in the Prayers of the People. If the tech 
moderator mutes you, then it is because there is an echo or background noise that 
you may not be able to hear.  
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (from Intercessions for the Christian People, p. 38 and 109)  
 

Leader Inspired by the Spirit we now offer our prayers to God in the name of 
Jesus Christ, saying: Lord, have mercy. 
For the fulfillment of the mission of the church, let us pray to the Lord: 

People  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For the liberation of the children of God from the bondage of fear, let us 
pray to the Lord:  

People  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For renewed witness to the gospel among Christian people in positions 
of public trust, let us pray to the Lord:  

People  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For the leaders of the church and for the leaders of nations, that they 
may discern the ways to overcome divisions in mistrust, and may reflect 
your unity in every aspect of common life, let us pray to the Lord.  

People  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For our families, our households, and our communities, that they may 
be places of communion and mutual support, which build us up and 
strengthen us in grace and truth, let us pray to the Lord:  

People  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For those among us celebrating their birthdays this week, including 
Maria Geenen, Riley Reimund, and Alice Anderson that they may continue to 
grow in God’s grace, let us pray to the Lord: 

People  Lord, have mercy. 
  

Leader For the power to live out the promises of our baptism, let us pray to the 
Lord:  

People  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For all of the sick and the suffering especially Dave Miller,  Jessica Myers-
Schecter, Catherine Aragon, Casey McKibben, Duane, Jennifer and Anna, Laura 
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Spilman, and those we now name either silently or aloud (pause), let us 
pray to the Lord: 

People  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For those who have died, especially Steve Meyer (brother of Catherine 
Aragon), Annie Hoss, Lynn Wilhelm-Holland, Helen Greer Feamster and those 
we now name either silently or aloud (pause), let us pray to the Lord: 

People  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Officiant  Gracious God, whom Jesus called Abba, father, accept our prayers this day. By 

the inner workings of your Spirit, deepen our communion with you, the source 
and goal of our life, and make us more and more signs of your enduring love. 
This we pray through Christ who lives and works with you and the Holy Spirit 
one God now and forever, Amen. 

 
The Peace 
Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
 

Announcements If you have any announcements regarding church matters, 
please select the “raise hand” icon under the participants tab at the bottom of your 
screen, and a host will unmute you. 
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Closing Hymn             All who hunger, gather gladly 
While on mute, please join in singing:  

 

 

 

 

 
 

This hymn is licensed for print and broadcast though One License. 

 
Dismissal 
 

Acolyte Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stay for coffee hour! 


