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Service at 10 a.m. INSIDE
For all eligible for vaccintion, proof vaccination or medical exemption is required.

Masks required and please social distance.
TO RETRIEVE AN ELECTRONIC COPY OF YOUR CA VACCINATION CLICK HERE!

https://myvaccinerecord.cdph.ca.gov

CLICK HERE to join on Zoom

CLICK HERE to watch on
YouTube

Click Here for SUNDAY,
Bulletin/Order of Service

CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
Louisa Pflaum, Rosemary Hintz, Lori
Hunter, Daniel Lopez, Nancy Kruberg

TODAY'S SERVICE
Flowers - Diane Leonard
Coffee Hour Host - Norma Cance
Greeter - Paul & Lenore Lovoi
Usher - Paul & Lenore Lovoi
Altar Guild - Mary Soubirous
Lesson - Andy Pflaum
Epistle - Danny Alegria
Intercessions - Anne Bertenthal

A NOTE FROM YOUR RECTOR

Dear Christ Church Family and Friends:

I have no idea what 2022 will bring. So far is has brought great sorrow with the death of our beloved
Rector Emeritus, the Rev. John Oda-Burns. However, there have also been moments of joy. Charlie
and I adopted a new dog, Bruno, who seems to be settling in nicely.

As a community of faith and grace, we have a lot to sort out in the coming year. There seem to be
many forks in the road, and we need to discern which direction the Spirit is calling us. We have been
researching, interviewing and requesting proposals from some outside consultants to help. Your

https://myvaccinerecord.cdph.ca.gov/?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SL21GoatRodeocovidupdate&utm_content=version_A
https://myvaccinerecord.cdph.ca.gov
https://zoom.us/j/97649227080#success
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCF_quTOyYEfPZSNPK-pslAQ/videos
https://files.constantcontact.com/470d105c001/9cdc9865-6d86-4a46-bb4b-080986096030.pdf


attendance at the Annual Meeting on January 30 is important.

I am guessing that 2021 was tough on all of us. It was tough on Christ Church and if you have not
gotten your pledge in for last year we would greatly appreciate it - we were short this year. Also, I ask
you to prayerfully consider increasing your pledge for the coming year. Please note, a pledge is not
contractual or legally binding, it is an intention and it would be great if you would support this
incredible community of faith. Good work is being done here and lives are being touched and
transformed.

In the meantime, I encourage you to take up a new spiritual practice this year. I don't know where you
are right now with God. Maybe you have not been to church since the pandemic began or maybe it
has only been a few weeks. Maybe you have been every week but still do not feel God's presence in
your life. If you want to get closer to God make that an intentional goal. Perhaps start by reading
scripture. One year I started with reading just one Psalm a day. I also love reading just a short
spiritual reading each morning. I am a big fan of books like 365 Days with the Dali Lama or the ones I
have pictured below. I am always searching for new ones but my all time favorite is Medicine Wheel
by the Episcopal Bishop Steven Charleston, a member of the Choctaw nation. It currently is only
available on Amazon in a Kindle version but it is amazing. We also have available to you to take
home a daily devotional called Forward Day by Day, which provides daily meditations based on Bible
scripture readings appointed by the lectionary and Daily Office. They are located inside the narthex to
the right on the bulletin/pamphlet board. These meditations are consistently good. I encourage you to
take one home and try it. Finally, if you are just looking for some prayers - look at our Book of
Common Prayer - it is great! Check out Morning Prayer on page 75 and/or Evening Prayer on page
115.

If you have never read a book about scripture or spirituality I have a few suggestions because
sometimes it helps crack open scripture and also helps us see God at work in the world. The first
book is relatively new - Rob Bell's What is the Bible: How an Ancient Library of Poems, Letters, and
Stories Can Transform the Way You Think and Feel About Everything. It is written like an easy to
read magazine article - fun and down to earth. If you would like to read poignant stories about seeing
God at work in the real present day world, I recommend Fr. Greg Boyle's Tattoos on the Heart about
his experience running Homeboy Industries, a gang-intervention program located in the Boyle Heights
neighborhood of Los Angeles, the gang capital of the world. If you like fiction, I recommend The Red
Tent by Anita Diamant. In it, she imagines the lives of Jacob's wives, Leah and Rachel, and their
daughters. While fictional, it is well researched and gives insight into that period in history.

Finally, I would love to meet with each and every one of you this year, for a meal, for a coffee, to hear
whatever may be on your heart. The most rewarding part of my job is pastoral care. I really enjoy
walking with each of you. In the midst of getting together year end financials, and budgets and
preparing for the annual meeting, I had the great privilege of stopping by David and Sue Riggs
yesterday and it lifted my spirits. If you are in the hospital - let me know, I will be there. If you are
running low on faith give me a call. If you are in a local play, the nutcracker or have a soccer game,
let me know - if I can, I will be there. If you need help seeing where God is working in your life, give
me a call! This is some of the most important work I do. God is everywhere if we only look up and see
- sometimes I need reminding of this too and it always happens through you!

Thank you for being God's people.
Faithfully yours,
Beth



STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Please make a pledge to support our ministry here at Christ Church. You are welcome to donate now towards
the 2022 Stewardship campaign or make a pledge to be paid at your convenience by the end of this year -
December 31, 2022. Thank you for keeping Christ Church Portola Valley strong. 

For those with outstanding pledges from 2021, please let us know if you need an invoice to know if your
pledge was met. Please reach out to wendymcadam@mac.com or admin@ccpvw.org with any questions
or concerns.

NEWS FROM THE OUTREACH TEAM

Warm Outerwear and Underwear for the Homeless:  Baby, It's Cold Outside! It is not too late to
bring your new items (scarves, hats, gloves, socks and M/L underwear to the breezeway box. We will
happily deliver it to the 120 souls living at Maple Street Shelter, if you deliver them this week. 

Seeking Toiletries for the Homeless:  Remember travel? If you have any of those mini shampoos,
conditioners or soaps that hotels give out, we will also deliver them to Maple Street Shelter. Also
needed are toothbrushes, mini toothpaste and deodorant. There is a box in the breezeway for those
too. 

Next Zoom Outreach Meeting is Tuesday January 11th at 9:30AM. All are welcome. Use the church
service zoom link. Questions, contact Kathy at kennedyiti@aol.com or 650-291-9678.
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