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CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
Sherry Lund, Ted Wilson, Vinie Miller, Suzie
Redfern-West, Benjamin Zdasiuk, Sara Gandy
Anniversaries
Stu & Kaethe Langs

CLICK HERE to join on Zoom

CLICK HERE to watch on YouTube

Click Here for Bulletin/Order of Service

TODAY'S SERVICE
Greeter - Mary Hufty
Usher - Tim McAdam
Altar Guild - Norma Cance
Lesson - Danny Alegria
Epistle - Vinie Miller
Intercessions - Sarah Halsey
Coffee Hour Host - Penny McCulloch

A NOTE FROM YOUR RECTOR

Dear Christ Church Family and Friends:

This SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, we continue IN PERSON on the patio (and online)  at 10 A.M.

When I first arrived in this Diocese I felt obliged to use the Diocese curriculum for Confirmation. It was
a 20-session curriculum that covered heretics through the ages, scripture, the Lord’s prayer, the
Nicene creed, church history, the liturgical year, the baptismal covenant, the world council of religions,
among other things. I tried to condense the 20 sessions down to 12 sessions to work better for our
busy families. It was a great class, but I also felt the curriculum was too didactic and too much of a
catechism of church doctrine. I have had regrets for that first confirmation class here in California.
Additionally, I often thought about one person in that class whom I was not convinced wanted to be
confirmed. Although I tried to make space for her, she seemed uncomfortable. So you can imagine
my delight when that young woman stopped by to see me this last Sunday! I expressed to her my
regrets about that first class and asked her if she really did indeed wish to be confirmed or whether
she felt compelled to do so by either friends or family. She said she thought the class was fun and
interesting and that if she seemed uncomfortable it was just general angst of the age. 

Since the days of that first Confirmation Class that I led here in California, I have gotten to know our
Bishop and the Diocese better. Consequently, I felt comfortable creating a different curriculum that we
followed in the second confirmation class. While I do think it is important to know a bit of church
history and doctrine, I do not think it is important for Confirmation class to go through the heretics of
the ages or the different church councils that put together the Nicene Creed. My goal in our
confirmation class is to open their eyes to a grown-up faith and hermeneutic (method of bible
interpretation) that will serve them well for the rest of their lives. For example, do we think the world
was actually created in just six days and does that matter? What do we do with the violence in the
bible and the treatment of women? When the same story is told in Matthew, Mark, and Luke but some
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of the details conflict what do we do with that – and moreover – do those details matter or is there a
more important truth revealed in the story. These are things I try to touch on in my preaching too. 

Often, our religious education gets truncated in the days of Sunday School before our minds were
able to handle more abstract thoughts. When we enter church as adults, we often have a difficult time
reconciling those rote Sunday School stories with our adult experiences and understandings. Part of
my job in Confirmation class and in my preaching is to help you navigate that great divide between
the children’s version of the bible and a grown-up understanding of it. New Testament Scholar and
former Catholic priest, John Dominic Crossan wrote a book about this, How to Read the Bible and Still
Be a Christian. More recently, Rob Bell, previously part of the conservative American evangelical
fundamental movement who has since left wrote, What is the Bible? I recommend both of these
books if you would like a deeper understanding of the Bible as a whole.

I hope in your journey of faith you also deepen your understanding of the scripture and familiarity with
the Bible because there is deep wisdom contained therein that has been culled over generations that
speak across time and culture.

I hope to see you in-person at 10 a.m. this Sunday on the patio (or in the sanctuary if it rains).
Blessings,
Beth

With love,
Beth+

NEWS FROM THE OUTREACH TEAM

SpiritCare for Lonely Institutionalized Seniors: On Sunday
September 19th Christ Church fully vaccinated volunteers will make the
day a little brighter for residents of the Silver Oaks Memory Care unit. We
need flowers (from your garden or a store), donated jam jars plus ribbon to
decorate them. If you know how to do simple flower arranging we could
use your help after this Sunday’s service to make a dozen bouquets. We
plan to deliver them at 1PM. If you have any musical talent from guitar to
kazoo or can sing a simple song like “Michael Row the Boat Ashore,” on or
off key, the Seniors will enjoy your efforts outside on their patio in Menlo
Park. Volunteer for this joyful Outreach program by contacting Penny

McCulloch at 415-713-9002 or penny.j.mcculloch@gmail.com, or just stay after church this
Sunday.

Groceries for Homeless Families: Home & Hope is currently hosting four homeless families in
a local motel and has asked for Christ Church’s help providing a week of groceries. Click on the
Signup Genius link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/ and select specific items you are able to
donate. Bring your items (marked with the family name) to the parish hall by noon on Sunday
September 26th and they will be delivered directly to the families that afternoon.
Questions, call/text Kathy at 650-291-9678 or e-mail kennedyiti@aol.com.
 
Linen Drive for Homeless Families: beginning in September the Outreach Committee is
running a linen drive for homeless families temporarily staying at Haven House in Menlo Park and the
Redwood Family Shelter in Redwood City. The families use the linens while they are housed at the
shelter and to establish their permanent homes after they leave the shelter. What is needed?

•   141 bed sheet sets (new fitted bottom sheet, top sheet plus pillow cases): 92 twin
sized, 46 full size and 3 queen sets.
•   100 towel sets: 100 new towel sets are needed consisting of 2 bath towels, 2 hand
towels and 2 wash cloths
•   75 kitchen towels.
•   150 pillows: 150 new standard sized pillows
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•   Blankets: twin and full sized

Bring donations to the bench in the church breezeway. This is a BIG ask and Outreach is locating
well-made but reasonably priced options. Plus we are reaching out to the larger community and could
use your help with that. Contact Kathy Kennedy at kennedyiti@aol.com or 650-291-9678 for more
information.
On Saturday September 11th we had an old-fashioned fleece blanket making party where we made 6
no-sew blankets for the linen drive. Thank you Betsy Alexander, Norma Cance, Julie Fouquet, Mary &
Ed Jennings, Kathy Kennedy, Penny McCulloch and Ruth Ann Wrucke. On Saturday October 9th
from 4-6 PM teens are needed on the patio behind the parish hall to make blankets for homeless
teens. If you can tie a knot, we need your help. We will be socially distanced and masked but near
enough to chat. Snacks will be available.

Life Moves Event with Golden State Warriors Basketball Coach Steve Kerr: On
Thursday September 23rd from 8AM - 9AM there will be an an in-depth zoom conversation with
Golden State Warriors Head Coach Steve Kerr, as he discusses critical issues from his unique "see
something, say something, do something" perspective. It will be hosted by Audrey Merriman, CEO of
Life Moves. This will also be a chance to get an update from Life Moves views on the end of eviction
moratorium (9/30) here in California. Click on the box below to register.

SAVE MY SPOT!

Toiletries for the Homeless: Remember travel and those cute mini toiletries that hotels give
out? We are still collecting them (mini shampoos, conditioner, soap, lotion, sewing kits and more) for
the Maple Street Adult Homeless Shelter. Bring them to the church breezeway and drop them off in
the green box. Toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, razors and shower shoes are also needed. For
those of you living at The Sequoias a collection box is there too. Contact James Coker who is
managing it.
 
Hotel De Zink: Life Moves was started by a pastor who was concerned about the homeless and
set up a rotating shelter in local churches. It still exists. In October All Saints Episcopal Church in
Palo Alto is hosting for a month and has asked the Christ Church community to provide a couple of
dinners for 15 people. Contact Mary Soubirous at msoubiorou@aol.com for more information.
 
Dinners for Maple Street Shelter: On Saturday August 21st Christ Church volunteers Norma
Cance, Penny McCulloch, Linda Millard, Mary Soubirous, Carol Wentworth and Ruth Ann Wrucke
made dinner for 75 souls at the Maple Street Shelter. Carved turkey, Chutney Salad, Brown Rice
Salad, Cole Slaw, Watermelon Salad and a Mixed Fruit Salad were topped off with lemon cake or
chocolate cake for dessert. Wow! We need your help for our next dinner for 110 adults on Saturday
October 30th. Contact Ruth Ann at cwrucke@mindspring.com or call her at (650) 851-8435. The
Maple Street Shelter is part of the Life Moves program which provides a warm bed to over 1300
homeless people on the Peninsula every night.
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